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St. Thomas Episcopal Church  
A member of the worldwide Anglican communion and a ministry of the Episcopal Diocese of Florida 

 

A Place Where Faith is Taken 
Seriously . . . 

Movement of the Spirit 
by the Rev. Canon Bob Goolsby 
 
 
 
As I write this month’s article, we find  
ourselves in the thick of the coronavirus  
pandemic. The spread of this virus has caused 
businesses, organizations, schools,  
government offices, churches and countless 
varied gatherings to reduce their activities, 
limit numbers, or shut down altogether. Some 
say these reactions are fear-driven while  
others say these measures are preventative 
and prudent. Either view upholds the reality 
that the coronavirus concerns have interrupted 
our lives which brings about uncertainty,  
frustration, confusion, and anxiety. 

 
My friends, leading our congregation through 
this challenge has not been a walk in the park. 
The staff, leadership and I have made  
decisions that have been difficult and frankly,  
disappointing. While we have made decisions 
to suspend worship and other activities at  
St. Thomas, we are still called to discern the  
movement of God’s Spirit in our midst. We 
have not shut down God or limited God! Our 
task now is not to decide what we can’t do, 
but rather what we can do.  
 
The gospel readings these last 
few Sundays have been from 
the Gospel according to John. 
I preached a couple of weeks 
ago on John 3:1-17, which 
includes the story of  
Nicodemus’ night visit to 
meet Jesus and the  
conversation that ensued 
 

between them. Jesus, as the masterful teacher he can’t help 
but to be, teaches Nicodemus about the Spirit. Jesus said, 
“The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound 
of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it 
goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit” (3:8).  
 
In the best and most predictable of times, we cannot chart the 
Spirit’s movements and are therefore called to prayer and 
openness to the Spirit’s activity. What about times like now, 
when things are uncertain, turned inside out, unpredictable 
and anxiety inducing? Well, I would say that we lean more 
on that unpredictable Spirit that Jesus teaches Nicodemus 
about. We may not know the Spirit’s movements, nor what 
the Spirit is up to, but the good news is that the Spirit is alive 
and well and moving and stirring.  
 
The Spirit cannot be contained. It cannot be contained in a 
church building or anyplace else. God’s Spirit is on the move 
and our task is to always seek to follow where the Spirit 
might be leading. I believe the Spirit is leading us to think 
and act differently. We are called at this time to be present in 
an uncertain world that at the same time is filled with God’s 
presence and love. 

 
It’s time to be creative! By the time of this reading you 
should have received several communications from St. 
Thomas, in printed materials, through social media, emails  

 
Continued on page 3  
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Worship Times and Services 
 

Sundays  

 

 8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I  

 

 9:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II  

Renewal and Contemporary music with 

piano, guitars, and voices. 

 

11:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist  Rite II  

                   with Organ 

Music from the Hymnal 1982,  

Lift Every Voice and Sing 2. 

 

9:15 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. Services offer 

Intercessory Prayer for those who  

request  prayers for healing. 

 

 

  Wednesdays  

 

11:30 a.m.  Litany Healing   

                    and Holy Eucharist 

   

 

 
During times of illness, hospitalization, 

or life crisis, please call : 
Church Office - 386-446-2300  

For Intercessory Prayer: 
Yvonne Kendrick - 386-445-9969 

To be added to the prayer list:  
Dolly Bordinger - 445-6875 or  

Barbara Lawson - 517-1695 

FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR 
Altar flowers given in memory or in  
honor of loved ones are $35.00. You   
can contact the office 446-2300 or via 
email: dollyb@stthomaspalmcoast.com 
or contact Dolly Bordinger 445-6875 

Continued from page 1 
 
 
and phone calls. We are thinking everyday about how we might  
minister to those around us in addition to the membership of the 
church. We are planning on what we need to do when life returns to 
normal. We are not called to sit and wait, but to act. And we will. 
 
What we can do: I am proposing that we have worship communi-
cated through video on Facebook and YouTube. I am proposing to be 
present in the front of the church to offer prayer and blessings to those 
in need of spiritual care or simply a reminder of God’s goodness in 
their lives. The Senior Warden is proposing giving out palms on Palm 
Sunday and offering spiritual needs such as prayer outside the church 
building. We are seeking others’ input on creative ways we can do 
church and be Christ’s Body. 

.  

We will continue to be the Church. We will continue to serve God and 
love others as Christ loves us. The threat of this virus will pass, and 
when it does, we will celebrate like never before as we welcome one 
another back in fellowship. But in the meantime, tend to your prayer 
life and keep in touch with each other. If you need devotional  
materials, a bible or a prayer book, please call or email or message one 
of us. We will be glad to offer anything we can to help you stay  
connected. 
 
 
God bless you and see you soon. 
 
Bob+ 
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SENIOR WARDEN’S MESSAGE 
 

 
“Let us acknowledge the Lord; let us press on to acknowledge him. As surely as the sun rises, he will appear; 
he will come to us like the winter rains, like the spring rains that water the earth." 

Hosea 6:3 
 

 
Thanks to each of you who have volunteered, attended and participated in the events during the beginning of 
March here at the church. The end of March and April’s calendar that looked extremely busy a couple of 
weeks ago is quite simply… very empty today. Even though we may not be in each other’s presence, not a day 
goes by that our St. Thomas family is not discussed, prayed for, loved and missed. 

 
I’m hopeful we are all continuing our reflections, self-examination and repentance. It is hard to believe when 
you read this that Lent is almost over, and Holy Week is about to happen. It will still happen no matter where 
we are physically located. As we have heard, our church is more than our physical building. It lives in each of 
us. Think of a person who sits near you in church, a friend or a family member you haven’t spoken to in a 
while. Reach out with a phone call or social media simply to check in. You may be surprised with the results.  

 
We just came out of our “winter” season and maybe we are in a winter in our own lives; limited on what we 
can do or where we can go. But if we look closer, there are beautiful clouds and a bright sky with flowers 
blooming around us (and yes, pollen!) and there is hope. Each day as the sun sets, the moon and the stars are 
overhead lighting our way. Our sun returns each morning and tells us to awaken to a new day. As we start the 
day, take a moment and look for God. Give him your day. Find a quiet place to be in his presence and read his 
words. Say a prayer of thanksgiving, strength, health or love. We may have to wait for answers, but we can 
walk in love and keep hope in our heart every moment of the new day.  

 
Thank you for your continued generosity and support to St. Thomas; for all you give to our ministries, our 
community and each other. 
 
Continued peace and joy. 
 
 
Cindy Mitchell 
Senior Warden  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.”  
 

Romans 12:12 
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The Holy Week Passion of Easter 
 
Palm Sunday the Holy Week - Psalm 103; Luke 14:40-46. Easter day and Easter Week - Psalm 148; 149; 
150; 113; 114; 118 
 
Entering into the Passion of Holy Week we read from the Bible, Luke 14:41-48 about what Jesus was  
entering into. 
 
The triumphal entry - Matthew 21:1-11 
 
The plot against Jesus - Luke 2:14-30; Hebrews 10:1-25; John 19:38-42 
 
Easter Psalm 33:1-22 - Sing joyfully to the Lord, you righteous. It is fitting for the upright to praise Him. 
Praise the Lord with the harp, make music to Him on the ten strings. 
 

Easter Vigil  
 
Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Pascal mystery established the new covenant of reconciliation: 
Grant that all who are reborn into the fellowship of Christ’s Body may show forth in their lives what they  
profess by their faith; through Jesus our Lord. Amen              The Book of Common Prayer Pg. 290 
 
 
Intercessors in vigil prayer: Dolly Bordinger, Kathleen McCullough, Jenny Parchment, Joyce Taylor,  
Laurine Fowler, Althea Robinson, Leila Manning, Pam Williams, Yvonne Kendrick 
 

“HE HAS RISEN INDEED” 
 

EASTER BLESSINGS TO ALL  

Episcopal Church Men 
 

The Shrove Tuesday committee would like to thank everyone who worked at the Shrove 
Tuesday Pancake Supper. This year we had a supper rather breakfast to allow those who 
work during the day to join us.  163 persons and 3 children were at the supper.  Thank you  
for joining us. It was a huge success. 
 
The Shrove Tuesday Committee 
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The Outreach Committee is supporting "The Sheltering Tree" as a committed project for St. Thomas. As you 
already know, we are collecting food items for the homeless ministered to by this organization. We will  
continue to have the box outside the Parish Hall for the next few months. The Sheltering Tree is open year 
round. Volunteers are needed to sit on the various committees or do office work. If you are interested, a  
volunteer application is available in the office. 
 
Mark your calendar for a surprise event on May 16th sponsored by the Outreach Committee. 
 
After much discussion we voted to cancel our trip to Orlando to the “Holy Land Experience”. 
 

Don’t forget our June 21 bake sale in honor of Father’s Day.  NO preorders for baked goods will be taken. It 
will be a regular bake sale. 
 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Carole MacDonald, carolemac611@aol.com 

Marge Troup, 386-446-0258 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 3rd - 90th Birthday Celebration - POSTPONED 
 
Easter Egg Hunt - To Be Determined 
 
Church Picnic, Herschel King Park; BBQ and open air worship service; Parish Life providing the meat; 
there will be a sign up sheet for sides and desserts. Date and Time - To Be Determined 
 
Father’s Day Baseball Game, Tortugas, Jackson Robinson Field   Date and Time - To Be Determined 
 
For more information on Parish Life Upcoming Events, please contact Helen Kolaitis at: ckhmk@aol.com 

UNITED THANK OFFERING 
SUNDAY, MAY 3, 2020 

 
The United Thank Offering is a personal and family devotional program of the Episcopal 
Church. It is the sum of our daily thanks for the blessing in our everyday lives. 
 
This year UTO collection may be late due to the coronavirus pandemic. May God bless us,  
our families, neighbors and friends for health and safety during this time of crisis.  
Remember to count your blessings. 
 
UTO Chairperson - Dorothy A. Thompson 
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 

12.  Kenneth May 
13.  Steve Wing 
14. Jessie Brucculeri 
16. Sandra Malone 
17. Judy Fields 
19. Theodora Redway-Samuels 
20. Dorothy Reid Thompson 
21. David Blackburn 
21. Geni Witherspoon 
22. Helen Kolaitis 
22. Robert Caparanis 
23. Norma Daniels 
23. Jeff Mathis 
 

24. Daniel Bowman 
28. Charles Kolaitis 
29. Eugenia Brown 
29. Marian Clarke 
30. Marques Williams 
 

  2. Byron & Maria Howard 
  4. George & Carol Gan 
  4. Owen & Joan Thompson 
  5. Douglas & Brenda Ball 
  5. Raymond & Joy Hudson 
  7. Kenneth & Sandra May 
  8. Felix & Rosalind Malidong 
12. Paul & Althea Robinson 
18. James & Catherine Ingham 
18. Robert & Patricia Thomasey 
24  Jeff & Coleen Mathis 
27. Tony & Coleen Andrade 
29. John & Diane Hardos 

 1.  Susan Anuszczyk 
 2.  Leslie Elder 
 3.  Joan Fisher 
 6.  Midge Grattan 
 6.  Leon Kendrick 
 6.  Anne Williams 
 7.  Leila Hardison 
 7.  Althea Robinson 
 8.  Marc Deladisma 
 9.  Madeleine Mower 
 9.  Floyd Short 
12. Jean Grant-Vazquez 
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TIDINGS ARTICLES 
 

Deadline for submissions is on the 
15th of each month except July. 
Please submit information via e-mail:   
thompsondorothya@aol.com 

or on a flash drive.  

All submissions via email should be  

Word or Publisher format and NO 

MORE than 1/2  page. 

 

Thank you. 

Our Church Mission  
 

Living and Proclaiming the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ in Community,   

Holy Communion, and Servanthood 
Ministry 

 

The Episcopal Church 
Welcomes You! 

ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH  

member of the worldwide 

Anglican communion 
 

5400 Belle Terre Parkway 

Palm Coast, Fl. 32137 
 

Phone: 386-446-2300 

Fax: 386-446-2303 
 

Email:  info@stthomaspalmcoast.com 

http://stthomaspalmcoast.com 
 

A ministry of the  

Episcopal Diocese of Florida 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office Hours  

Monday - Thursday 

9:00 a.m. to  

3:00 p.m. 

 

 
Please save us postage and 
printing costs by taking one  
issue per Family.  Feel free 
to take extra copies to those 
who are not able to come to 
the Service or let the office 
know of anyone who would 
need it delivered via email, 
mail, or hand delivered. 
 

Thank you. 


